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GERMANY PLEDGES SAFETY OF LIVES
ON MERCHANTMEN IN MEDITERRANEAN

Washington, Jan. 7.—Secretary Lansing issued this statement to-
day

“Thke German Ambarsador to-day left at the Department of State,
under instructions irom his government, the following communication:

%1 German submarines in the Mediterranean had, from the be-
ginning, orders to conduct cruiser warfare against enemy merchant
vessels only in accordance with general pring iples of international law
and, tn particular, measures of reprisal as applied in the war zone
around the Britich Isles were to be excluded.

v 2 German submarines are therefore permitted to destroy enemy
merchant vessels in the Mediterrancan—i, e., passenger as well as
gnt ships as tar as they do not try to escape or offer resistance—
only aiter passengers and crews have been accorded safety.

43 All cases of destruction of enemy merchant ships in the
terranean in which German submarines are concerned are mal
subject of official investigation and, besides, submitted to regular prize
In so far as American interests are concerned, the
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